UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION III
841 Chestnut Building
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

SUBJECT: Removal Enforcement Site Close Out DATE: 01-31-96
Morton Street Site
Chester, Pennsylvania

FROM: Deborah Carlson, OSC
Removal Enforcement and 0il Section (3HW32)

TO: File
The purpose of this memorandum is to conclude Removal
Enforcement efforts for removal enforcement response activities

at the Morton Street Site (Site) located in Chester,
Pennsylvania.

Background

The Morton Street Site is located at 1020 Morton on the
corner of Chestnut Street and Morton Avenue in Chester,
Pennsylvania. The Site consists of an abandoned brick "L" shaped
building with a back lot full of overgrown vegetation. The main
brick building/stair tower had been heavily damaged in a fire in
July 1995. The property has been abandoned for approximately two
years and there is significant household debris being illegally
dumped.

EPA was notified by the Chester Fire Department of the
multiple drums, pails, assorted containers and PCB transformers
at the Site and requested EPA conduct an assessment. EPA
interviewed the current owner of the property and obtained access
to perform an assessment on October 3, 1995. The initial
assessment was conducted on October 10, 1995. The findings of
the assessment showed the following; the main access gate was
welded shut, three PCB transformers located behind the building
had been removed, the basement of one of the buildings had 2-3
feet of an aqueous solution with drums, pails, tires and various
debris submerged in it, a wooden tank on the roof, three drums of
suspected motor o0il outside in the vegetation and an abandoned
fuel tank.

Analytical results from the assessment did not show levels
above action limits. One sample showed elevated levels of
benzene. Based on the visual hazards at the Site and a questions
with the analytical, a second assessment was performed on
November 9, 1995. Specific samples were collected from pails of
"dye" type products located in the basement area which was full
of an aqueous solution. Analytical results from the second
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assessment did not show elevated levels which would support a
removal action.

During the period of the assessments, Enforcement conducted
a PRP search which included a Deed and Title Search, interviews
and issuance of 104 (e) Information Request Letters. The Deed and
Title Search showed the property was originally owned by Ewing
Thomas Corporation until 1961 when sold to the Cannon Corporation
and G & J Manufacturing which operated the facility as a
knitting/dye factory. The property was then sold to
ﬂ' In 1990, the current
owners, purchased the property for
storage. The property was leased to Searm
storage of home improvement materials and _ for
storage of heavy equipment. Responses to the 104 (e) letters are
located in the Site file.

Conclusion

Based on the analytical results from the two assessments
performed, EPA was not able to make a determination of threat for
a removal action to be conducted. Therefore, Removal Enforcement
activities for the Morton Street Site have been stopped.
Additional information concerning this Site can be found in the
Site files.
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#©%,  UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

g REGION il
L N cj 841 Chestnut Building
T Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

. (DI

Upper Darby, PA 19082 0cT 20 1005

re: Morton Street Site, Chester, Pennsylvania

This letter is to obtain certain information from you in
connection with the above referenced Site.

. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") is currently
investigating the source, extent and nature of the release or

threatened release of hazardous substances, pollutants or
contaminants into the environment at the Morton Street Site (Site)
located at 1020 Morton Street, Chester, Pennsylvania. This

investigation involves, among other things, an inquiry into the
past and present ownership of the Site and operators of the Site.
EPA additionally is seeking to obtain information concerning the
generation, storage, treatment, transportation, and disposal
methods of such substances that have been or threaten to be
released from the Site. EPA believes that you may possess
information which may assist the Agency in its investigation of the
Site.

In order to complete an investigation, EPA requires that you
respond fully and completely to the following items:

1. Please provide the dates during which you owned, operated
and/or leased any portion of the Morton Street Site;

2. Explain in detail the type of business operations conducted at
the Site and your duties and responsibilities in the
management and operations at the Site;

3. Describe the reasons for ceasing business operations at the
Site;

4. Provide any and all information you may have pertaining to how
hazardous materials were treated, stored, generated, and
located on Site;

5. Please identify any wastes that were disposed of on Site
during period of ownership; when they were disposed; how they
were disposed and by whom;



Bl Expl;in in detail the purpose for the stone fill in the back
portion of the property and when it was put in place;

7. Please identify any previous owners, operators and tenants of
the Morton Street Site and for each owner, operator and
tenant, further identify the following:

a) dates of ownership;

b) the nature of prior operations/businesses;

c) information you may have regarding former operators/
tenants current whereabouts;

d) provide copies of all documents relating to such
operations or lease arrangements (e.g. deeds, leases);

8. Please identify any corporation or company in which you may be
affiliated with and for each corporation, further identify the
following:

a) current status of the corporation;
b) the officers and stockholders of the corporation;
c) the corporation’s involvement with the Site property.

Authority to require submission of this type of information
has been given to EPA by Congress under Section 104(e) of the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability
Act of 1980, as amended (CERCLA), 42 U.S.C. Section 9604(e), and
under Section 3007 (a) of the Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act, as amended (RCRA), 42 U.S.C. Section 6927(a).

The provisions in Section 104 of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. Section
9604 and Section 3008 of RCRA, 42 U.S.C. Section 6928, authorize
EPA to pursue penalties for failure to comply with these provisions
or failure to respond adequately to required submissions of
information. In addition, providing false, fictitious or
fraudulent statements or representations may subject you to
criminal penalties under the Criminal Fines Enforcement Act,
18 U.S.C. Section 1001. The information you provide may be used by
EPA in administrative, civil, or criminal proceedings.

As used in this letter, the term "documents" means: writings
(handwritten, typed or otherwise produced or reproduced) and
includes, but is not limited to, any invoices, checks, receipts,
bills of lading, weight receipts, toll receipts, correspondence,
offers, contracts, agreements, deeds, leases, manifests, licenses,
permits, bids, proposals, policies of insurance, logs, books of
original entry, minutes of meetings, memoranda, notes, calendar or
daily entries, agendas, bulletins, notices, announcements, charts,
maps, photographs, drawings, manuals, brochures, reports of
scientific study or investigation, schedules, price 1lists,
telegrams, teletypes, phono-records, magnetic voice or video
records, tapes, summaries, magnetic tapes, punch cards, recordings,
discs, computer printouts, or other data compilations from which
information can be obtained or translated.

You are entitled to assert a claim of business confidentiality



covering all or any part of the submitted information, in the
manner described in 40 C.F.R. Section 2.203(b). Information
subject to a claim of business confidentiality will be made
available to the public only in accordance with the procedures set
forth in 40 C.F.R. Part 2, Subpart B. If a claim of business
confidentiality 1is not asserted of the time the required
information is submitted to EPA, EPA may make this information
available to the public without further notice to you.

We appreciate and look forward to your prompt response to this
letter. EPA is convinced that appropriate investigation and clean-
up of hazardous sites can be accomplished only through full
participation of interested citizens, and we note your contribution
to this effort through your response to this letter.

If, for a particular reason, you are hesitant to answer this
letter because you are concerned about public disclosure of your
name in connection with the information you are required to submit,
please clearly advise EPA in your response that you request
confidential treatment of your identity. EPA does not encourage
such a request, but we recognize that it may be appropriate in
certain instances. In the event that you do request confidential
treatment of your identity, EPA will evaluate whether such
confidential treatment is warranted in your case. Please do not
request confidential treatment of your identity unless you believe
it is necessary.

Please respond in writing to this required submission of
information, to the address specified below, within ten (10)
calendar days of your receipt of this letter. All documents and
information should be sent to:

Deborah E. Carlson (3HW32)

Removal Enforcement and 0il Section
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
841 Chestnut Building

Philadelphia, PA 19107

If you have any question concerning this matter, please
contact Deborah Carlson at (215) 597-8170 or have your attorney
contact Rodney Carter, Senior Regional Counsel, at (215) 597-3176.

Sincerely,

‘\ - T ]

.. \ /'
~ Z«-*/-‘Mu{.&/r? Jf By

Dennis P. ‘Carney,( Chief
Superfund Removal Branch



g an UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

§ s REGION Iil
BN\v/ 841 Chestnut Building
A ..mvf’ Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

. 3
o 0CT 20 192
Philadelphia, PA 19111
re: Morton Street Site, Chester, Pennsylvania

This letter is to obtain certain information from you in
connection with the above referenced Site.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") is currently
investigating the source, extent and nature of the release or

threatened release of hazardous substances, pollutants or
contaminants into the environment at the Morton Street Site (Site)
located at 1020 Morton Street, Chester, Pennsylvania. This

investigation involves, among other things, an inquiry into the
past and present ownership of the Site and operators of the Site.
EPA additionally is seeking to obtain information concerning the
generation, storage, treatment, transportation, and disposal
methods of such substances that have been or threaten to be
released from the Site. EPA believes that you may possess
information which may assist the Agency in its investigation of the
Site.

In order to complete an investigation, EPA requires that you
respond fully and completely to the following items:

1. Please provide the dates during which you owned, operated
and/or leased any portion of the Morton Street Site;

2. Explain in detail the type of business operations conducted at
the Site and your duties and responsibilities in the
management and operations at the Site;

3. Describe the reasons for ceasing business operations at the
Site;

4. Provide any and all information you may have pertaining to how
hazardous materials were treated, stored, generated, and
located on Site;

5. Please identify any wastes that were disposed of on Site
during period of ownership; when they were disposed; how they
were disposed and by whom;



6. Explgin in detail the purpose for the stone fill in the back
portion of the property and when it was put in place;

7. Please identify any previous owners, operators and tenants of
the Morton Street Site and for each owner, operator and
tenant, further identify the following:

a) dates of ownership;

b) the nature of prior operations/businesses;

c) 1information you may have regarding former operators/
tenants current whereabouts;

d) provide copies of all documents relating to such
operations or lease arrangements (e.g. deeds, leases);

8. Please identify any corporation or company in which you may be
affiliated with and for each corporation, further identify the
following:

a) current status of the corporation;
b) the officers and stockholders of the corporation;
c) the corporation’s involvement with the Site property.

Authority to require submission of this type of information
has been given to EPA by Congress under Section 104(e) of the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability
Act of 1980, as amended (CERCLA), 42 U.S.C. Section 9604 (e), and
under Section 3007 (a) of the Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act, as amended (RCRA), 42 U.S.C. Section 6927(a).

The provisions in Section 104 of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. Section
9604 and Section 3008 of RCRA, 42 U.S.C. Section 6928, authorize
EPA to pursue penalties for failure to comply with these provisions
or failure to respond adequately to required submissions of
information. In addition, providing false, fictitious or
fraudulent statements or representations may subject you to
criminal penalties under the Criminal Fines Enforcement {04 o8
18 U.S.C. Section 1001. The information you provide may be used by
EPA in administrative, civil, or criminal proceedings.

As used in this letter, the term "documents" means: writings
(handwritten, typed or otherwise produced or reproduced) and
includes, but is not limited to, any invoices, checks, receipts,
bills of lading, weight receipts, toll receipts, correspondence,
offers, contracts, agreements, deeds, leases, manifests, licenses,
permits, bids, proposals, policies of insurance, logs, books of
original entry, minutes of meetings, memoranda, notes, calendar or
daily entries, agendas, bulletins, notices, announcements, charts,
maps, photographs, drawings, manuals, brochures, reports of
scientific study or investigation, schedules, price lists,
telegrams, teletypes, phono-records, magnetic voice or video
records, tapes, summaries, magnetic tapes, punch cards, recordings,
discs, computer printouts, or other data compilations from which
information can be obtained or translated.

You are entitled to assert a claim of business confidentiality



covering all or any part of the submitted information, in the
manner described in 40 C.F.R. Section 2.203(b). Information
subject to a claim of business confidentiality will be made
available to the public only in accordance with the procedures set
forth in 40 C.F.R. Part 2, Subpart B. If a claim of business
confidentiality is not asserted of the time the required
information is submitted to EPA, EPA may make this information
available to the public without further notice to you.

We appreciate and look forward to your prompt response to this
letter. EPA is convinced that appropriate investigation and clean-
up of hazardous sites can be accomplished only through full
participation of interested citizens, and we note your contribution
to this effort through your response to this letter.

If, for a particular reason, you are hesitant to answer this
letter because you are concerned about public disclosure of your
name in connection with the information you are required to submit,
please clearly advise EPA 1in your response that you request
confidential treatment of your identity. EPA does not encourage
such a request, but we recognize that it may be appropriate in
certain instances. In the event that you do request confidential
treatment of your identity, EPA will evaluate whether such
confidential treatment is warranted in your case. Please do not
request confidential treatment of your identity unless you believe
it is necessary.

Please respond in writing to this required submission of
information, to the address specified below, within ten (10)
calendar days of your receipt of this letter. All documents and
information should be sent to:

Deborah E. Carlson (3HW32)

Removal Enforcement and 0il Section
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
841 Chestnut Building

Philadelphia, PA 19107

If you have any question concerning this matter, please
contact Deborah Carlson at (215) 597-8170 or have your attorney
contact Rodney Carter, Senior Regional Counsel, at (215) 597-3176.

Sincerely,
\ ‘_"“-\
h_,bunacxjjr
Gélef

Dennis P. Catrney,
Superfund Removal Branch



P T UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

;A REGION il
A f 841 Chestnut Building
S’ Philadelphia, Pennsyivania 19107

CERTIFIED MATL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

v NI

0CT 20 1995

Glenn Mills, PA 193342

re: Morton Street Site, Chester, Pennsylvania

This letter is to obtain certain information from you in
connection with the above referenced Site.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") is currently
investigating the source, extent and nature of the release oOr
threatened release of hazardous substances, pollutants or
contaminants into the environment at the Morton Street Site (Site)
located at 1020 Morton Avenue, Chester, Pennsylvania. This
investigation involves, among other things, an inquiry into the
past and present ownership of the Site and operators of the Site.
EPA additionally is seeking to obtain information concerning the
generation, storage, treatment, transportation, and disposal
methods of such substances that have been or threaten to be
released from the Site. EPA believes that you may possess
information which may assist the Agency in its investigation of the
Site.

In order to complete an investigation, EPA requires that you
respond fully and completely to the following items:

1. Please pfovide the dates during which you owned, operated
and/or leased any portion of the Morton Street Site;

2. Explain in detail the type of business operations conducted at
the Site and your duties and responsibilities in the
management and operations at the Site;

3. Describe the reasons for ceasing business operations at the
Site;

4. Provide any and all information you may have pertaining to how
hazardous materials were treated, stored, generated, and
located on Site;

5. Please identify any wastes that were disposed of on Site
during period of ownership; when they were disposed; how they
were disposed and by whom;



6. Please identify any previous owners, operators and tenants of
the Morton Street Site and for each owner, operator and
tenant, further identify the following:

a) dates of ownership;

b) the nature of prior operations/businesses;

c) information you may have regarding former operators/
tenants current whereabouts;

d) provide copies of all documents relating to such
operations or lease arrangements (e.g. deeds, leases);

7. Please identify any corporation or company in which you may be
affiliated with and for each corporation, further identify the
following:

a) current status of the corporation;
b) the officers and stockholders of the corporation;
c) the corporation’s involvement with the Site property.

Authority to require submission of this type of information
has been given to EPA by Congress under Section 104(e) of the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability
Act of 1980, as amended (CERCLA), 42 U.S.C. Section 9604 (e), and
under Section 3007 (a) of the Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act, as amended (RCRA), 42 U.S.C. Section 6927(a). EPA requires
that you respond in writing within ten (10) calendar days of your
receipt of this letter.

The provisions in Section 104 of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. Section
9604 and Section 3008 of RCRA, 42 U.S.C. Section 6928, authorize
EPA to pursue penalties for failure to comply with these provisions
or failure to respond adequately to required submissions of
information. In addition, providing false, fictitious or
fraudulent statements or representations may subject you to
criminal penalties under the Criminal Fines Enforcement Act,
18 U.S.C. Section 1001. The information you provide may be used by
EPA in administrative, civil, or criminal proceedings.

As used in this letter, the term "documents" means: writings
(handwritten, typed or otherwise produced or reproduced) and
includes, but is not limited to, any invoices, checks, receipts,
bills of lading, weight receipts, toll receipts, correspondence,
offers, contracts, agreements, deeds, leases, manifests, licenses,
permits, bids, proposals, policies of insurance, logs, books of
original entry, minutes of meetings, memoranda, notes, calendar or
daily entries, agendas, bulletins, notices, announcements, charts,
maps, photographs, drawings, manuals, brochures, reports of
scientific study or investigation, schedules, price lists,
telegrams, teletypes, phono-records, magnetic voice or video
records, tapes, summaries, magnetic tapes, punch cards, recordings,
discs, computer printouts, or other data compilations from which
information can be obtained or translated.

You are entitled to assert a claim of business confidentiality
covering all or any part of the submitted information, in the



manner described in 49 C.F.R. Section 2.203(b). Information
subject to a claim of business confidentiality wil] be made
available to the public only in accordance with the procedures set
forth in 40 c.F.R. Part 2, subpart B. If a claim of business
confidentiality jg not asserted of the time the required
information is submitted to EPA, EPA may make this information
available to the public without further notice to you.

1f, for a particular reason, you are hesitant to answer this
letter because YOou are concerned about public disclosure of your
name in connection with the information You are required to submit,
please clearly advise EPA in your response that you request
confidential treatment of your identity. EPA does not encourage
such a request, but we recognize that it may be appropriate in
certain instances. 1Ip the event that you do request confidentia)
treatment of your identity, Epa will evaluate whether such
confidential treatment is warranted in your case. Please do not
Tequest confidential treatment of your identity unless you believe
it is necessary.

Please respond in writing to this required submission of
information, to the address Specified below, within ten (10)
calendar days of your receipt of this letter. A1l documents and
information should be sent to: '

Deborah E. carlson (3HW32)
Removal Enforcement and 0il Section
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
841 Chestnut Building

Philadelphia, pa 19107

Sincerely,

Lo -f/é nx’—"?
, M :
Dennis p. Carney, Chief
Superfund Removal Branch
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Deed
Ewing-Thomas Converting
Company

Deed
Ewing-Thomas
Corporation
January 25, 1930
Book 787, Page 118

Deed
The Cannon Corporation,
Inc.
September 1, 1961 Book
1997, Page 427

|

Deed
G & J Manufacturing

Company
September 5, 1961
Book 1997, Page 430

Sheriff’s Deed
John W. Taylor, Jr.
July 17,1981
Book 2796, Page 240

Deed
The Cannon Foundation,
Inc.
May 28, 1981

Book 27[96, Page 240

Deed

September 24, 1982
Book 41, Page 355

July 20, 1990
Book 787, Page 1865

--------------------------

NOTE: John W. Taylor, Jr., Sheriff,
acquired the property through a decision of
the Court of Common Pleas in the case of
The Cannon Foundation, Inc. vs. C & ]
Manufacturing,.
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